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Salado Lions’ Newsletter

Officers
     
          President:   GeOrGe dentry                                                        

          1st Vice President:  JOe Keyes           2nd Vice President:  daVe swarthOut 
        secretary:  Gerry reihsen  treasurer:  daVe BrOecKer 

President  George Dentry
July 1, 2015   thru   June 30, 2016

George Dentry:   DOB  December 3.
George was born in Wichita, Kansas where his father served in the U.S. 
Navy.  After a Navy discharge, his family returned to their homeland 
in Youngstown, Ohio where George attended Youngstown and Ohio 
Universities. 
After 35 years in the manufacturing industry in sales, sales management 
and general management, he retired in 2000.  Two years after retirement 
he obtained his Real Estate license and began a second career as a full 
time agent.   In 2009, George and his partner formed Salado Properties, 
an independent Real Estate Agency serving the Central Texas area that 
includes Temple, Belton and Salado.
George is married to Dorothy Dentry and is the father of three children 
and eight grandchildren.  Their children live in Clearwater, Fl., McKinney, 
TX., and Colorado Springs, Co.   George and Dorothy attend St. Stevens 
Catholic Church and  enjoy music, travel, friends and socializing.
George originally joined the Salado Lions Club in the early 2000’s and 
served as President in 2004 - 2005.   He credits Gerry Reihsen for bringing 

him back into Lions in 2012.

LIONS’  BIRTHDAYS

W.D. Broadway                                July 5

Danney McCort                                July 15 

Gerald Burkhalter             July 25 

Hulda Horton                                    July 29

Glenn Pritchett                                 July  31    

PERFECT ATTENDANCE AWARDS
2014 - 2015.

 David Broecker Eldon Miller
 George Dentry Michael Novotny
 James Haney  Deana Parks
 Hulda Horton Gerald Reihsen
 Joe Keyes  Bill Ruth
 Bob McCollum Marvin Williams
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First Vice President       {DOB  January 20}             Joe Keyes
Joe was born in Austin, Texas and attended public schools in Georgetown where he graduated in 
1983.  After high school, he earned two degrees from Abilene Christian University:   BA in Ministry 
in 1987 and MDiv in 1990.  Joe has followed a career in Pulpit Ministry since graduation in 1990 - 
serving in Bastrop, Waco, Crosbyton and Salado.   He married Kathy Thacker Keyes in 1993.
Joe and Kathy have two children: Karen, 16, a junior at SHS, and Jonathan, 14, a freshman at SHS. 
Both are Band members.  Karen is a twirler and Jonathan is a cross country runner.
Joe enjoys reading, book collecting, a rare game of golf and traveling.  He has traveled in Europe, 
been on an Archaeological Dig in Israel and mission campaigns to Kenya and East Africa. 
He and his family moved to Salado in 2003 and, under the sponsorship of Don Clayton, joined 
the Lions Club the same year, in order to meet and better serve his new community.   Joe is a Past 

President of the Salado Lions Club, serving 2011 to 2012.

  Dave Swarthout     {DOB   April 9}      Second Vice President
Dave was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and after graduating from high school, served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1965 to 1969.   After the Navy, Dave attended Milwaukee Area Technical College.  He then 
began a career in Barbering that, to date, spans 46 years.   He owned several Barber Shops in Wisconsin 
and presently owns The Heritage Barber Shop in Salado.  Dave and his wife Barbara, moved to Salado 
two years ago.   They have two daughters, one son, one grandchild and another due in October.    
 Dave enjoys golfing, biking, wood working and politics - not necessarily in that order.   Under the 
sponsorship of George Dentry, he has become very active in the Salado Lions Club, serving on 
numerous committees, the Board of Directors and  a multitude of other Lions’ endeavors.   He is an 
active member of the Chamber of Commerce and the Tourism Bureau in Salado.

Secretary           {DOB   October 20}          Gerry Reihsen
Gerry is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering..  He also 
has a Master’s Degree in Engineering from Stanford University and a Graduate Degree in Accounting from 
the University of Chicago.   His career centered on highway construction and for the last 10 years, served as 
Chief Engineer for Federal Highway Administration in Missouri.
Gerry has lived in Jefferson City, Mo., San Francisco, Phoenix, Atlanta, Chicago and Madison, Wisconsin.   
Travels have taken him to Germany, China, Hawaii, Scotland, Ireland, Spain, France, Russia, Denmark, 
Sweden, England, Austria, Netherlands and the whole of the United States.
He is married to Bobbie Reihsen and has four children:  Gerald III, an attorney, Cheryl, homemaker, Julie, 
MD, and Holly a therapist.  His hobbies include golf and photography.  Gerry moved to Salado in 1999 for 
the purpose of being near children and grand children.   He was sponsored into Lions in 2000 by Pat and 

Larry Freeman.    Gerry has served as Secretary of the Salado Lions Club for multiple years.

Dave Broecker       {DOB  December 16}            Treasurer
Dave was born in Indianapolis, Indiana.   Following high school, he attended the University of  Notre 
Dame and Indiana University Law School.  He has an extensive history with computer technology in 
management and ownership roles - plus twenty years in  telecommunications as a VP and general manager 
with Northern Telecom, NEC America.   Dave’s business travels over forty years have literally taken him 
all over the  world.  After retirement with Northern Telecom, Dave and his wife Pat moved to Salado. They 
are the owners of Broecker Funeral Home.    Dave has two sons in Indianapolis and one in New York City.
Dave is a member of the National Funeral Directors Association and the Texas Funeral Service Association.   
He is an active board member of the Salado Chamber of Commerce and a board member of the Bell County 
Board of Health.   He was sponsored in Lions by Gerry Reihsen , has been a member for five years and has 

served two terms as Treasurer of the club.
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Group Picture of Board of Directors

SALADO LIONS CLUB
Officers and Board of Directors
July 1, 2015 thru June 30, 2016

Front Row Seated:
Left to right, Gerry Reihsen, Secretary;  Joe Keyes, First Vice President;  George Dentry, President;  Dave 

Swarthout, Second Vice President:   Dave Broecker, Treasurer.

Second Row Standing:
Left to right,   Tom McMahan, Director;  Bill Ruth, Director;  Don Engleking, Director;   Eldon Miller, Past District 

Governor;   Hulda Horton, Lion Tamer;   Dena Parks, Membership Chairman;   Ray Don McIntosh, Director

Not Pictured,  Mike Novotny, Immediate Past President,  Marvin Williams, Tail Twister 

Upcoming issues of your Salado Lions News Letter will offer a new feature:   So that we may get to know 
our fellow Lions better, our officers are leading the way in providing a brief profile.       

   (See page 2) 
Our plan is to present a minimum of four profiles each month until the entire membership has been 

included.   Each member will be asked to fill out a brief Biographical Sketch Form at up-coming meetings.   
We’ll take a photo to accompany the sketch and publish the profiles in future news letters.
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PROGRAM
July 8, 2015

Anthony Triola

Chief Warrant Officer Anthony Triola began his military 
career in 1989, when he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force as 
an Intelligence Operations Analyst.

His assignments included two tours to Japan, three years 
at the Defense Intelligence Agency, Defense Human 
Intelligence (HUMINT) Service, Washington D.C., and 
two years at the 21st Space Wing, Peterson Air Force 
Base, Colorado.

He was selected to serve in the United Kingdom at 
the European Command Joint Operations Intelligence 
Center as the Officer in Charge, Russia Ground Team.  
His last tour of duty was in the Office of the G2 III Corps 
staff, Fort Hood.

PROGRAM
July 22, 2015

Michael Ball

Michael Ball has served as Senior Director of 
Development at UMHB for the last four years and was 
the Executive Director of Advancement for Regent 
University in Virginia Beach for six years prior.

A native of Norfolk Virginia he was appointed 
by Governor Jim Gilmore to serve as a member 
of the Virginia State Crime Commission and as a 
trustee of Norfolk State University, where he was 
involved in their first ever capital campaign.  He 
moved to Texas in 2006.

As a former financial services advisor he has 
extensive experience in helping individuals and 
corporations optimize their charitable giving.

President George Dentry has assigned Lions Board Members with the duty of arranging all programs for the up-coming year.   
Each board member was assigned one month and/or two programs as their responsibility.   The month of July, 2015 was 
assigned to 2nd Vice President Dave Swarthout.   

Lion Swarthout brought two outstanding speakers to meetings on July 8 and 22.  On the 8th, Chief Warrant Office, Anthony 
Triola brought a fascinating program concerning U.S. Intelligence endeavors in the various hot spots of the World - i.e. the 
Middle East, China and Russia.   On the 22nd, Michael Ball brought an up-date on a period of unprecedented achievement at 
Mary Hardin Baylor: including a new stadium, athletic programs, academic excellence and their top-rated Nursing Program.



ALL ABOUT

LIONS
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COMMITMENT TO VISION
In 1925, Helen Keller challenged Lions to become “knights of the blind in 
the crusade against darkness.”   We accepted.   Today, sight programs 
remain one of Lions top commitments - a commitment for which we are 
recognized as leaders around the world.
For more than 90 years, our members have worked on projects designed to prevent 
blindness, restore eyesight and improve eye health and eye care for hundreds of 
millions of people worldwide.   We have:

Saved the sight of more than 15 million children by providing eye screenings, glasses 
and other treatments through “Sight for Kids.”

Established or strengthened pediatric eye care centers that have helped more than 
120 million children.

Helped halt the spread of trachoma in Ethiopia by providing 10 million doses of the 
sight-saving drug azithromycin annually.

Prevented serious vision loss for more that 30 million people worldwide.

Improved eye care for 100 million people by training more that 650,000 eye care 
professionals and building 315 eye hospitals.

Distributed more that 147 million treatments for river blindness.

Provided nearly 8 million cataract surgeries.

Vaccinated 41 million children in Africa against measles - a leading cause of childhood 
blindness.

Since 1990, Lions have raised $415,000,000 through two “Sight First” fundraising 
campaigns to help provide vision for all. 

In addition, Lions are one of the foremost providers of “Leader Dogs for the Blind” 
and centers for Corneal Transplants in the U.S.

WHERE THERE IS A NEED, THERE IS A LION.
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scene  around  town
One of the most enduring scenes in the Village of Salado is the Dining Room of the Stagecoach Inn.   

The famous restaurant’s front porch, that has greeted countless Salado visitors and residents alike for 
more than seven decades, may never be seen again - at least, as we see it today. (Above)

Declaring that the Inn and Restaurant are “Under new management” understates the extent of up-coming 
changes by a country mile.   Scheduled for extensive renovation, both Inn and Restaurant were closed in 
July of 2015 - for the first time since the 1940’s.    Restaurant operations are slated to re-open in about 
nine months.  The Inn, with an inside-out reconstruction on the drawing board - plus a possible 38 room 

expansion - will require significantly longer.   Two or more years are projected.  

Clark Lyda, principal investor and developer of the Stagecoach project, says he fully understands he 
purchased  more than land and buildings.   He knows he bought into history - a history reaching back 
to 1861.    He acknowledges that he made an investment in tradition and in a culture uniquely tied to a 

beautiful little Texas town that boast of a major history lesson all its own. 

It is astounding how many people from all over the U.S. know of Salado, and often in association with 
a meal in the Stagecoach Inn Dining Room.  They inevitably  recall menus recited for memory by 
waitresses with 30 and 40 year tenures.  They talk of  hand rolled hush puppies and  strawberry kiss 
desserts,  both of whose flavors seem to linger for decades in the pallets of almost every Stagecoach 
diner.   Mr. Lyda and team are blessed with an extensive history of these wonderful memories.   They, at 
the same time, are definitely challenged in the effort of propelling it forward.   It should be noted here 
that Lyda & company’s own history of success supports the notion that they are up to that challenge.     

TMc


